
PLACEMENT TEST  

LAW FACULTY 

 

I. Complete the letter by writing one word in each gap. 

Letter from the Assistant Director 
After due consideration of your case, following your ten-day suspension from duty, the 
management has decided to renew your employment for a further two months, at the end of 
which your situation (0) will again be reviewed. In (1) ____________ to this decision we have 
(2) ____________ into account your personal circumstances, namely the stress (3) 
____________ by your girlfriend’s departure. 
 
We would warn you that (4) ____________ there is a large-scale improvement in your 
performance and attitude, we will have no alternative (5) ____________ to terminate your 
employment.  
 
Your time of arrival will be closely monitored, as great importance is now  
attached to your punctuality. You are (6) ____________ to arrive before 9am, and (7) 
____________ it be deemed (8) ____________ by your boss, you will have to report personally 
to her each morning. 
 
If it was (9) ____________ for your decent record during your initial trial period, when you 
impressed your boss and co-workers, we would not be giving you this further chance.  
 
It (10) ____________ sincerely hoped that you will rise to this challenge and emerge 
successfully from this trial period. 
 
 

II. Put each phrasal verb from the box in the appropriate place in the text.  

  grow on       stand up to        make do with        drew up        gone off       try out 
        make for        broke off        put up with        done up       come up against 
 
As Mrs Davis was talking on the phone, a white van (0) drew up outside her house. She (1) 
_____________ her phone call. ‘Can’t talk now, Maggie, the decorators are here… yes, we’re 
having our kitchen (2) _____________ .’ With that, she put the phone down and showed the 
workmen in. ‘We’ve (3) _____________ a little problem with the paint, Mrs Davis,’ said the 
taller of the two men. The Highland Blue you chose in the catalogue has been discontinued, so 
we’ve had to (4) _____________ the nearest colour, Royal Blue.’  
 



Mrs Davis looked troubled. ‘Don’t worry, Mrs D,’ said the other workman. ‘We can (5) 
_____________ a little bit of the Royal Blue on your walls, and then if you don’t like it we can 
always go over it with something else later.’ He opened the tin, and Mrs Davis frowned. ‘It’s a 
bit lighter than you wanted, but it’ll (6) _____________ you, I promise,’ said the smaller 
workman. ‘Hmmm, I don’t know,’ said Mrs Davis, ‘I’ve rather (7) _____________ the idea of 
blue now. Perhaps we can leave the painting ’till my husband gets home. He may be able to (8) 
_____________ this colour, but it’s not what we imagined.’ 
 
‘Anway, you’ll love the bench top we’ve got,’ said the little one. 
This marble base will (9) _____________ a much stronger work surface than the conventional 
materials, and it’s much more durable. It’ll (10) _____________ a lot of banging and cutting.’ 
We’ll do that today, and leave the painting till later.’  

 

III. Put one suitable preposition in each gap of the text. 

Performance Review – Summary 
David feels that he has grown (0) in confidence during his first year with the company, although 
he admits to occasionally feeling (1) ________ pressure to work faster. He sometimes finds it 
difficult to deal with external clients who phone him. David recognises the need to acquire more 
experience (2) ________ computer database systems and has agreed to attend training sessions.  
 
David is aware (3) ________ the roles of others in his department and how their work relates (4) 
________ his own. He describes himself as being (5) ________ good terms with his colleagues.  
 
David would like to become more involved (6) ________ the running of the staff social 
programme. It was suggested that he contact Carla Lopez.  
David understands that he will be eligible (7) ________ a pay rise next March, depending (8) 
________ his performance during the coming year. Any pay rise would only come (9) ________ 
effect from March, as the terms of his contract specify his current salary for a period of eighteen 
months.  
 
It was agreed that David has applied himself well (10) _________ his job, and that his manager 
is happy with his progress to date. 
 
 

IV. Complete each sentence with a word formed from the word in capitals. 

0 Our city has some open spaces but they are not very accessible .     ACCESS 

1 Kate ________________ me. I said ‘Kiss him’, but she thought I said ‘Kick him’!     
HEAR 

2 The teacher asked me to ________________ my essay because she couldn’t read my 
handwriting.     WRITTEN 



3 It hasn’t rained here for ages and now we’ve got a water ________________ .     SHORT 

4 Their ________________ is still really strong after 45 years of marriage.     RELATE 

5 ‘How many ________________ have you got working for you now, Mr Warner?’     
EMPLOY 

6 Police are investigating the ________________ of a five-year-old girl.     APPEAR 

7 Drinking too much alcohol is ________________ to your health.     HARM 

8 Kylie Minogue is an ________________ famous singer.     NATION 

9 We should all try to ________________ paper and glass because it’s good for the 
environment.     CYCLE 

10 Dear Sir, I would like to inform you of my ________________ with your service. The 
treatment I received in your shop last Saturday was totally unacceptable.     SATISFY 

 
V. Write a 100-word paragraph describing your future area of expertise and motivating 
your choice. 


